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Newly Elected Officials Need to Hear
From Us NOW

Tax deduction for educators' at risk

Now that our newly elected officials are in place, urge your
Sentators urge your Senators and Representative to renew
the $250 federal tax deduction for educators’ out-of-pocket
classroom expenses.

Teachers and paraprofessionals will no longer be able to
deduct out-of-pocket classroom expenses if Congressfails
to renew our tax deduction for these expenses. That iswhy
we must send every member of Congress a clear message:
Congress should do the right thing and renew the tax
deduction for teachers.

Contact your Senators and Representative after they return
to Congress on November 13 for the lame duck session.
Tell them that it’s unfair to penalize educators because
Congress hasfailed to act. To contact your legislator, click
on the following link, enter your zip code, and you will be
given alist of the elected officialsin your area:
http://capwiz.com/nealks/state/main/?state=K S#0O
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Disruptive Students
From JimWilhelm & Georann Whitman, SHEA President

Here are someideas to curb disruptive behaviors:

1. Make an assignment that they haveto do in class and turn
in at the end.of the period. M ake the assignment specific and
detailed enough so that they can accomplish it but have to
work-hard to get it done.

2. Call on the ®ngleaders@o stand up and answer questions.
Students do not want to lose face in front of friends.
(Careful about public humiliation. That's not cool. --
Georann)

3. Have one or . more of the students come up front and teach
the lesson. They will begin to understand how hard teaching
is and have more appreciation for the job that you are doing.
(This can biteyou if you get a real 'classclown’ up there.
But has worked for me in the past. --Georann)

4. Thisideatakes alot of record keeping but tell the class
they are starting out with 100 points and every time they
talk, subtract 5 or-10 points. The ones who are concerned
about grades will quickly be quiet. (Thisworkswell for a
portion of the gradefor activity classeslike CHOIR. This
ispart of my students " Rehearsal Skills' grade. -
Georann)
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Winter-Proof Y our Home

Severe winter weather can cause major damage to your
home if you' re caught unprepared. Follow these tips from
California Casualty for protecting your home against ice,
wind, snow and storms.

* Keep guttersclear of leavesand debris
* Trim trees and remove dead branches

* Apply weather stripping and caulk to doorsand
windows

* Set the thermostat to 65 degrees

* Know where your water valve shutoff isand how
touseit

* Check pipesfor cracks, leaksand proper
insulation

* Make sure attics, basementsand crawl spacesare
adequately insulated

* Keep steps and footpaths well-maintained and
ice-free

A+ Auto & Home Insurance Plus managed by California,Casualty
has been protecting America’s educators since 1954. If you‘are
shopping for a homeowner’s insurance policy, call one of our friendly
sales representa-tives at toll-free at 1-877-411-3426 for a no-
obligation rate quote.

Interested in History?

Read this article and contact-Marsha Lytle, SHEA
Treasurer for more information.

| just wanted to let SHEA members know about a great
opportunity they might look into for this summer. Last year
| noticed atiny article in‘one of the KNEA publications
about an opportunity to study in Springfield, lllinois at the
new Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum and Library. It
was sponsored by Horace Mann Insurance Company, which
isbased in Springfield.

| thought about it a day or two, and then entered online with
avery short 50-word essay about why Abraham Lincoln was
important, and also a copy of my resume.

Months later | was notified that | was a semi-finalist for the
state of Kansas. (They chose one teacher from each state).
Then the big day came when | found out I’d won an all
expense paid trip to Springfield, Illinois.

Continued in column to the right U

When | got to Illinois | was with teachers from all grade
levels and all teaching specidties from dramato gifted.
Many in my class of 25 figured they were the only one from
their state to even enter, because they were so surprised to
have won.

We stayed in a beautiful hotel two blocks from the museum.
During that week we went on many field trips, dinners,
receptions, and had plenty of fun. Time was set aside for us
to develop our lesson plan. They paired us with another
teacher from our grade level.

| think the one thing1 came back with was how popular
Abraham Lincoln is around the world. The president of
Horace Mann was telling us astory about how the King of
Dubai stopped by to visit the museum and gave them a
million dollar check.

Horace Mann plans on sponsoring this program for five
years. |If you are interested, let me know. You don’'t have to
be a history geek likeme to enjoy it.

Marsha Lytle, SHEA Treasurer

Moreon Disruptive Students

franDebarah, adthgradeteacher

"In my experience, the only thing that has
had any impact on chronically disruptive studentsisto make
some kind of personal connection with them. 1& sometimes
sit next to them during time when other students are
working and answer some of the student® questions about
me/my life. Itis, admittedly, a balancing act to let the
students learn a little about my personal life, but sometimes,
just learning that | have a son their age is enough for them to
see meas someone they can relate to instead of some
authority figure to defy."

High School teacher uses Index Cards for many purposes

"I read in NEA Today to use Popsicle sticks to randomly
call on students. As a high school teacher with over 100
students, | useindex cardsinstead. | have the students put
their name and something unique about themselves on the
cards, so | learn their names. | use the cardsin many ways. |
can make tally marks to make sure students have been called
upon; shuffle them to keep it random; lay them out to make
new seating charts, quickly make groups, or hand half the
students a card with a partner®name for quick pairing.

Spring Hill Education 2




YOUR SHEA OFFICER TEAM

SHEA PRESIDENT - GEORANN WHITMAN

SHEA VICE PRESIDENT - CHARLENE NOVAKOVICH
SHEA TREASURER - MARSHA LYTLE

SHEA SECRETARY - JANEL CARBAJO

YOUR BUILDING REPRESENTATIVES

HIGH SCHOOL - ELAINE VALLEJOS

MIDDLE SCHOOL - ANDREA COWPER & SUZANNE
HOFMANN

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL —JANET VATER

PRAIRIE CREEK ELEM. SCHOOL —L INDA SULLIVAN
& JoY RIDER

JANUARY 11, 2007
PLACE: HIGH ScHooL CHORAL Roowm
TIME: 4:00 P.M.

All members are welcome and encouraged to attend

FEBRUARY 8, 2007
PLACE: HIGH ScHooL CHORAL Roowm
TIME: 4:00 P.M.

All members are wel come and encouraged to attend

MARCH 1, 2007
PLACE: HIGH ScHooL CHORAL Room
TIME: 4:00 P.M.

All members are wel come and encouraged to attend

APRIL 5, 2007
PLACE: HIGH ScHooL CHORAL Roowm
TIME: 4:00 P.M.

All members are welcome and encouraged to attend

MAY 3, 2007
PLACE: HIGH ScHooL CHORAL Roowm
TIME: 4:00 P.M.

All members are wel come and encouraged to attend

SHEA Meeting Calendar

All members are welcome and
encouraged to attend.

Classroom Presentations

From Mary Ann Barnes, a fifth grade teacher in Vermont:

"My teammate and | include @ udience Behavior@n every
rubric or score sheet for projects. Students know being
disrespectful or poor listeners will affect their own
presentation score. This requirement has helped improve
behavior alot! We have been able to extend this concept
easily to school assemblies and other situations. Students
know that | am watching in those settings as well." (I use
this one too.-This would also work for Seminar at the HS
level for assemblies, and any core class that hasin-class
presentations— Georann)

“A wall eutside mysclassroom is called the
@xemplary Wall.©

Recognizing Student Achievements
From Rebecca Potter, a fourth teacher from Kansas:

"A wall outside my classroom is called the 'Exemplary
Wall.” Students who have earned 100% on any
assignment or whose behavior is exemplary are
allowed to place a cut-out shape on the wall. This
shape (usually a die-cut construction paper shape)
bearsthe student's name and achievement and allows
recognition by students, teachers and visitors. Our
Exemplary Wall becomes so full that it is cleared
monthly. Each child is then able to take his/her own
shapes home to share with family."
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The NEA/KNEA Attorney Referral Program

NEA/KNEA's Attorney Referral Program provides
members with legal advice on personal matters. Each
eligible member is entitled to two 30-minute
consultation sessions free during embership
year. And if you need additional elp,
NEA/KNEA's Attorney Referral Prog le u get
that help at rates below participating usual
fees.

Clear Evidence — NEA/KNEA Delivers bers
NEA/KNEA has for many years bers full
legal protection in employment related
today’s complex world, simply having lega
employment-related matters isn’'t.e
or another, each of us nee
matters that are important t
That's EA ed the
(13 am S uni

\
\

states

Grades at a Glance

From Ruth Ross, an English teacher at Chatham High
School in Chatham, New Jer sey.

"Even though | enter grades on an electronic spread
sheet, | still keep a paper grade book. Each grade
category (quizzes, tests, homework, essays,
participation) is weighted differently, for a total of
100%. To keep track of categories, | color code my
book, using a marker to highlight each column of
grades according to category. For instance, all quizzes
are highlighted in yellow. | can tell at a glance the
category to fill in a makeup grade or help a student
understand his/her average, even when a computer is

not handy."
4

Referral Program lets you
below participating
Isual fees.
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