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Out!

Letters may be sent to:
Representatives and Senators at
The Honorable (full name)
State Capitol
Topeka, KS 66612

Begin each letter:
Dear Senator (last name): Or
Dear Representative (last name):

E-mail may be sent to:
Firstname.lastname@house.ks.qgov
Firstname.lastname@senate.ks.qgov

Example: john.smith@house.ks.gov

Important Web Links:
http://www.kslegislature.org
http://www.knea.org

Act NOW:

Contact your legislators at home or in Topeka.

Make sure legislators get the message:

Budget cuts hurt OUR KIDS—

e Staff cuts mean reduced help for kids — in classrooms, the counselor’s office, the library, after
school programs, and additional learning opportunities.

e Cutting support staff means facilities aren’t maintained properly, record-keeping is delayed,
parent contact and community involvement is curtailed.

e Eliminating enrichment programs means that students lose out on field trips, art classes,
academic competition, and other extra-curricular opportunities.

e Student learning is impacted when rooms are cold, lighting is turned down, supplies are cut, bus
routes are longer, and everyone is stressed.

e Students only get one chance at each grade — can we deny them our best?

Budget cuts hurt OUR COMMUNITY—

e More cuts hurt people, eliminate jobs, close schools, and reduce the positive economic impact of
a school in the community.

e Our neighbors who have dedicated lives to public service may lose jobs, their income, homes.
e Our parents, grandparents, and our neighbors with disabilities will be denied access to care.

The Solution—
e We need a ladder to get out of this budget hole, not a shovel.
e We want solutions that provide vital state services, restore the damage done in 2009.
e We support a revenue plan that includes closing loopholes in exemptions.

e We also support revenue increases needed to balance the budget, prevent more cuts, and restore
services to our communities.

Tell lawmakers: we voted for you so that you can vote for our kids, our communities, and our schools!



Answers & Solutions
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sing taxes when the
The shortfall requires a balanced approach. Cuts have already occurred and
now it’s time for an increase in revenue.

When times are tough, people’s needs skyrocket. Without a change, the
state’s ability to meet needs plummets.

History proves states DO raise taxes in tough times. Kansas raised taxes
more than 5% in the most recent recession and performed just as well
afterwards as states that didn’t raise taxes as much.

If we dig too deep a hole today, we won’t be ready with good schools,
infrastructure, when times get better.

When we raise taxes, the money goes back into the local economy by
employing people: police, firefighters, teachers, road & bridge crews.

This is part of the recovery. In 1945, the ratio of government debt to
economy was 120%, but it started dropping as the economy began growing
again in the years after WW II.

Tax cuts that require firing school staff hurt the single largest employer in
many Kansas communities. In other words, tax cuts have a devastating
effect on local economies.

sas tax policy is rooted i
The Kansas economy moved from manufacturing to service; tax policy is still
based on a manufacturing economy.

Since 1982, Kansas personal taxes and fees as a percent of income have
remained fairly constant, but the corporate taxes as percent of profit have
dropped dramatically.

Kansas ranks 23rd out of 50 states in tax rate. That includes states like
Alaska and Wyoming where taxes are minimal or nonexistent because of
revenue from natural resources like oil.

Some states are creating a new income tax bracket for the wealthy. Oregon,
for example, increased income tax for those who those who make over
$250,000. The top income tax bracket in Kansas is $60,000+.

Phasing out the estate tax cost Kansas $37 million and benefited only 900
people.

Elimination of the franchise tax will reduce receipts $26.5 million in 2010.
There are $623 million in state property tax exemptions or reductions.

Our communities notice the decrease in the support to critical services that
can be easily offset by a penny increase in sales tax.

Don’t eliminate property tax; balance the responsibility for property tax
between commercial and individuals.
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Good

tax policy grows our
Quality of schools in the community is a primary consideration when
selecting office locations for 70% of Fortune 500 companies surveyed.
Studies show that education expenditure per student is the second most
significant factor for economic growth.

When data are available, traditional economic development programs or
incentives — like tax breaks — show inconclusive results. For example,
promised jobs haven’t been created.

The tax breaks and economic incentives that reduce revenue for schools and
public service simply put other people out of work.

Education is a labor intensive industry, and education jobs stay in the
community and will not flow out of state or overseas.

Research indicates if education funding is increased by 2%, there is typically
an immediate increase of 4.4 thousand jobs in Kansas and even more over
time.

Salaries paid to teachers, police, firefighters, and other such employees get
spent in that community. Meanwhile tax breaks and incentives for
businesses may simply add to corporate profits or be spent and invested
outside of Kansas.

The changing economy means changing job neegd® qui r e m

Taxes

Wages flattened starting in 1980 due to a variety of factors: outsourcing of
jobs, especially manufacturing, technological displacement as fields became
automated. The new local service jobs people took were often low wage.
We need to focus on creating service jobs with better wages—like education
and health care.

In 1980, the top 1% of money earners took home 9% of the total income in
the U.S. In 2007, the top 1% took home 23 %% of the total. In 1928 (right
before the Depression) the situation was the same.

Up to 25% of high school dropouts are unemployed. Less support to
education increases the dropout rate, which has a long-term negative impact
on the economy.

CAN be raised in an el
We expect our lawmakers to make responsible decisions and take care of the
needs of the state. That means increasing the revenue flow.

Lawmakers are elected to make tough choices based on what Kansans want
and need. The majority of Kansans want public schools funded. Now is the
time for lawmakers to act.

Kansans are clearly concerned about the lack of revenue, as reflected in the
attendance at town meetings, school board meetings, etc. Lawmakers need
to act now.
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